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To the editor,
The article, Modiﬁed Delphi study to determine optimal data
elements for inclusion in an emergency management database
system by Jabar et al. identiﬁed the performance data elements
which have been used for inclusion in an emergency manage-
ment database system. I would like to propound a few points
that seem to be ambiguous in the use of the methodology in
this article.1
Delphi is a well-recognized method to reach consensus.
Homogeneity is an important factor when the Delphi method
is applied and relates to the concept of consensus.2 A good way
of measuring the internal consistency of consensus within the
expert group is Cronbach’s alpha3,4; the closer Cronbach’s
alpha is to 1.0, the stronger the argument of a reliable consis-
tency level in the responses of the index panel and thus consen-
sus.5 Inclusion of Cronbach’s alpha may have been a useful
addition to add to the validity to the consensus of this study.
The authors mentioned in their methods section that ‘‘positive
consensus was deﬁned priori as 80% or more of respondents
scoring 6 and above’’. The authors should note that the use
of 80% as a marker for positive consensus is not universally
agreed upon. Also it is more appropriate to summarize ratings
as median, given the ordinal nature of the data. Finally, it is
not uncommon when consensus is not reached after appointedPeer review under responsibility of the African Federation for
Emergency Medicine.
Production and hosting by Elsevierrounds and additional rounds are performed until consensus is
reached.6 Consideration of this may have enhanced the results
of this study as it would have allowed at least some of the
deleted statements to be reported.572.
6. Donohoe HM, Stellefson M, Tennant B. Advantages and limita-
tions of the e-Delphi technique for health education researchers.
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